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C. December 15, 2020 Amended Public Health Emergency Order 

Implementing Additional Contact Tracing Information Requirements for 
All Laboratories and Submitters Submitting Notifiable Condition COVID-
19 Test Results to the New Mexico Epidemiology and Response Division. 

 
 3. The December 15, 2020 Public Health Emergency Order Clarifying that Current 
Guidance Documents, Advisories, and Emergency Public Health Orders Remain in Effect; and 
Amending Prior Public Health Emergency Orders to Impose County-by-County Restrictions Due 
to COVID-19 is hereby amended as follows: 
 

ORDER 
 

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, because of the spread of the novel Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (“COVID-19”), Michelle Lujan Grisham, the Governor of the State of New Mexico, declared 
that a Public Health Emergency exists in New Mexico under the Public Health Emergency 
Response Act, and invoked her authority under the All Hazards Emergency Management Act; 

 
WHEREAS, Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham has renewed the declaration of a Public 

Health Emergency through January 8, 2021; 
 
WHEREAS, confirmed cases in the United States have risen to more than 19.4 million 

and confirmed COVID-19 infections in New Mexico have risen to over 139,000, with significant 
recent spikes in cases in New Mexico overwhelming our hospitals; 

 
WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a deadly virus and has taken the lives of over 330,000 

Americans and over 2,300 New Mexicans; 
 
WHEREAS, the further spread of COVID-19 in the State of New Mexico poses a threat 

to the health, safety, wellbeing and property of the residents in the State due to, among other things, 
illness from COVID-19, illness-related absenteeism from employment (particularly among public 
safety and law enforcement personnel and persons engaged in activities and businesses critical to 
the economy and infrastructure of the State), potential displacement of persons, and closures of 
schools or other places of public gathering; 

 
WHEREAS, social distancing and the consistent and proper use of face coverings in public 

spaces are the most effective ways New Mexicans can minimize the spread of COVID-19 and 
mitigate the potentially devastating impact of this pandemic in New Mexico; and 

 
WHEREAS, the New Mexico Department of Health possesses legal authority pursuant to 

the Public Health Act, NMSA 1978, Sections 24-1-1 to -40, the Public Health Emergency 
Response Act, NMSA 1978, Sections 12-10A-1 to -19, the Department of Health Act, NMSA 
1978, Sections 9-7-1 to -18, and inherent constitutional police powers of the New Mexico state 
government, to preserve and promote public health and safety, to adopt isolation and quarantine, 
and to close public places and forbid gatherings of people when deemed necessary by the 
Department for the protection of public health. 


























